Types of Mountain bikes

XC (Cross country)

Ridged
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Frame: Light weight ridged aluminium and forks (no suspension).

Wheels: 26” diameter (on adult size 14”- 21” frame)

Tyres: 1.5” to 2.1” wide

Gears: 21 to 27 (3 x 7 – 9)

Brakes: Vee brakes (some mechanical disc).

Weight: 25- 35lb

Use: light trail



XC Front Suspension (FS)
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Frame: Light weight ridged aluminium with suspension forks (65-80mm travel).

Wheels: 26” diameter (on adult size 14” – 21” frame)

Tyres: 1.5” to 2.1” wide

Gears: 21 to 27 (3 x 7 – 9)

Brakes: Vee brakes or mechanical discs (some Hydraulic disc).

Weight: 28 – 35lb

Use: Light to heavy trail.

XC Full Suspension (FSR) 
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Frame: Light weight aluminium with suspension rear end and forks (65-80mm travel front & back).

Wheels: 26” diameter (on adult size 14” – 21” frame)

Tyres: 1.5” to 2.1” wide

Gears: 21 to 27 (3 x 7 – 9)

Brakes: Vee brakes or mechanical discs (some Hydraulic disc).

Weight: 28 – 35lb

Use: light to heavy trail.

Jump/Slalom (Jumping and slalom course racing)
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Frame: Light weight high strength (extra gussets) ridged aluminium with suspension forks (100-125mm travel).

Wheels: 26” diameter (on adult 12” or 14”frame)

Tyres: 2.1” to 2.3” wide

Gears: 7 to 9 (1 x 7 – 9)

Brakes: mix of rear Vee brakes and mechanical disc or Hydraulic disc front.

Weight: 30-38lb

Use: Jumping and Slalom track racing.

DH (Down hill)
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Frame: Light weight high strength (extra gussets) aluminium with suspension rear end and forks (125-200mm travel front & 150-250mm back).

Wheels: 26” diameter (on adult size 14” – 19” frame) some have 24”

Tyres: 2.1” to 2.5” wide

Gears: 7 to 9 (1 x 7 – 9)

Brakes: Hydraulic disc front & rear.

Weight: 35lb +

Use: Steep down hill, high speed, large drops etc.
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